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The Hickory Hills Holler 
May 2026 

April showers 
bring May        
flowers 
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This year’s Carpet Bowling Tournament was a great success.   

Lots of participants, lots of onlookers cheering them on and action-packed bowling throughout.   

Congratulations to the organizers and all the bowlers for a job well done.   

First place team:  Kent Wheeler, Therese Williams, 

Bill Oakes, Richard (Doc) Elsons 

Runners Up:  Mabel McPherson, Diane Markow                                                                

Robert Tedford, Peter Wegg 

Participants and significant others wrapped up the season with a 

delicious meal served by Linda Belore & her crew. 

Top Bowlers for the regular 

season:  

 

Women:   Susan Wegg 

Men:  Walt Mason  

 

(Sorry.  No pictures of our    

individual winners….) 
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The HOLLER Team  
 
Editor:                            Carol Cunningham  

Birthdays & Anniversaries:         Dale Cunningham 

Posters:    Eleanor Sever 

Meet the Neighbour:  Heather Rand 

Footnotes:    Lorraine Kelly 

Photographer:   John Becht   

Advertising:    Dale Cunningham   

   

The Delivery Team 

Distribution Coordinator Diane Langohr  688-9676 

Wilson S. (summer) Pat/Dale Peever  688-7758 

                 (winter)  Janet Young     905-462-4982 

Seres     Brian Branton  409-3516 

Edwin    Sandra Brookes    778-991-3130 

Hawkins    Judy Wallis   485-3096 

Sinclair   Susan Durward      409-1677 

Jackson Court  Darryl Carter  409-0230 

Balazs   Diane Masschaele    519-409-0362 

Wilkins   Richard Elsons    416-427-0378
        (text only) 
 
McDonald/Dereham Pat Schmitt   409-0523 

Wilson/Brasher  Debra McNeill  688-9588 

Wilson/Armstrong  Roberta Brown    416-576-5285 

In Memoriam 

Heartfelt condolences are extended to loved 
ones of the following residents 

who passed away recently. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with you 

  
   Johanna Gundert         March 21  
 Dan Young   March 28 
 Barbara Hunter  March 30 

Office Email:     Office@HickoryHills.ca  

Office Hours:   Monday to Thursday:   9:00 to 2:30  (Closed:  Noon - 1:00) 

        Friday:  Office is CLOSED 

Back-Up Delivery Team 

The following residents have volunteered to deliver 

the Holler as back-up.  If one of our delivery team is 

unable to deliver the current month’s Holler, please 

contact one of our volunteers listed below.   

Thank you and welcome to the Holler Delivery Team. 

 

 Al & Laura Hartley  519-781-7122 

 Darryl Carter  519-409-0230 

The Holler address is:   Holler@HickoryHills.ca   

 The Calendar address is:  Office@HickoryHills.ca 

 

All submissions must be into the Holler and calendar by the 15th of the month, in a digital format compatible 

with our Publisher program ie: Word.  If you do not have a Word type program, we can work with a well-

constructed email that we will ‘copy and paste’. 

If you wish to have any photos of your activity in the Holler, you need to send them directly to the Holler in a 

jpg format.  Due to space constraints, at times we are unable to print all the photos you send to us; however, 

please continue to send the photos of your activities and we will do our best to include as many as we can. 

Please…...no PDF files.  Thank you.  
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HHRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

   PRESIDENT    Joanne Fowlie  President@hickoryhills.ca   

   VICE-PRESIDENT    Sue Martin   VPresident@hickoryhills.ca 

   SECRETARY    Donna Brown  Secretary@hickoryhills.ca 

   TREASURER    Miriam Schernekau Treasurer@hickoryhills.ca 

   PRRL      Donna McCreary  PRRL@hickoryhills.ca 

   HOME SALES    John Valle   Homesales@hickoryhills.ca  

   PROPERTY & MAINTENANCE  John Valle   Maintenance@hickoryhills.ca 

May, following a season of April showers, promises to be a busy and productive month for our community. 

Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will take place on Wednesday, May 13 at 10:00 a.m. in the Main Hall of the 

Recreation Center.  Residents can expect to receive the AGM package, which includes all relevant details, in their 

mailboxes around May 1. 

This year, six of the seven Director positions are up for election.  Donna Brown (Secretary) will continue in her role 

for one more year.  While a minimum of four Directors is required for quorum, the Board prefers to maintain at least 

five members to ensure smooth operations and avoid voting deadlocks. 

During the voting process, or if thinking of nominating someone from the floor, please keep the following key        

expectations in mind: 

• Basic computer skills: including email use, Condo Control, and report preparation 

• A time commitment of approximately six hours per month (this can vary widely depending on                               

responsibilities) 

• Ability to work collaboratively within a team 

• Willingness to support team-based decisions 

• A commitment to prioritizing HHRA’s needs over personal preferences 
 

With the arrival of spring, our PRRL Director, Donna McCreary, is actively responding to resident inquiries. She is 

happy to communicate by email and can arrange property visits to answer questions. Residents are reminded that 

some contractor work—such as driveway replacement—may require an Encroachment Permit from the Town.     

This protects homeowners in case of damage to municipal property. 

Security improvements were completed with the installation of new hard-wired cameras at building entrances.  

These replace the existing, older battery-operated units. The cameras (and signage) are intended to deter           

vandalism, trespassing and break-ins.  Please note: 

• Cameras are located only at exterior entrances 

• Footage is accessed only when necessary for investigations 

• All systems comply with government privacy regulations – NO AUDIO is recorded 

• Recorded video is subject to a retention and deletion schedule 
 

Parking lot resurfacing is scheduled for this month and dates may be weather permitting.  To minimize disruption, 

work will be completed in phases, with only half of the lot closed at a time. Updates and reminders will be posted 

through Condo Control. 

Additional updates: 

• A recent fire inspection identified several items requiring attention 

• An external building inspection is being scheduled, as it has been two years since the last review under the    
Pretium engineering report 
 

mailto:President@hickoryhills.ca
mailto:VPresident@hickoryhills.ca
mailto:Secretary@hickoryhills.ca
mailto:Treasurer@hickoryhills.ca
mailto:PRRL@hickoryhills.ca
mailto:Maintenance@hickodryhills.ca
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Candidate Biographies for this year’s Board of Directors:  

Joanne Fowlie:  26 Hawkins Cres.  

My name is Joanne Fowlie and I have been a proud resident of Hickory Hills for nearly five years. I hold a 

graduate degree in Library and Information Science and have enjoyed a diverse career spanning both the    

private and public sectors. Over the years, I’ve worked as a Project Manager, Research Specialist and      

Business Librarian and I spent the past 20 years before retirement as a college Professor.  My teaching       

areas included Human Resources, Legal Research, Project Management, Records Management and 

Bookkeeping, and I also served as a certified Health and Safety Inspector. 

I selected Hickory Hills as my preferred retirement home while I was living in Barrie. I was drawn to the     

Community’s quaint appearance and vibrant community life (and the pool!). 

I was first elected to the Board two years ago, serving my first year as PRRL Director and this past year as 

Board President. My professional experience has been invaluable in fulfilling these roles and I believe my skills 

continue to align well with the responsibilities of a Director. 

It has been a privilege to contribute to the governance of our Community, and I would appreciate the            

opportunity to continue serving for a second term. 

Thank you, Joanne Fowlie 

Susan Veloso-Darling 

I am Susan Veloso-Canono, now Susan Veloso-Darling, having married Richard Darling.  I reside at 15 Edwin 

Crescent here in HH with my husband Rick.  I am from the Philippines.  

Having been working as Human Resources Manager for more than 35 years (7 years was in Papua, New 

Guinea), I gained experience in policy making and implementation, giving advice to management on             

administrative and human resources matters, strategic planning, helping management with their social         

responsibility, employee counselling, government and public relations. I learned the management principles of 

planning, leading, organizing and controlling.   

As to what I can offer the Association, my more than 35 years experience in management and administration,  

I believe would do good for the Association. 

Why I am interested in running for Board Member? I want to be of service to the Association and  I want to be 

productive.   

Thank you, Sue Darling 

Cathy Weaver 

I'm excited to announce my candidacy for a position on the Hickory Hills Board of Directors.  I'm looking       

forward to working with other board members, volunteers and staff, as well as all the Hickory Hills members. 

For those of you who don't know me, my name is Cathie Weaver.   I have lived at 50 Hawkins Cres. for almost 

3 years.   My husband and I both love living in the Hickory Hills community. 

I believe my past background as an elected executive member for one of the largest unions in Canada for over 

20 years will help me be a great candidate for the position.   Some of my duties were managing and             

understanding budgets /finance, dealing with disputes and discussion and carrying out ideas.  

Looking forward to working with everyone if the members will consider me as a candidate.  

Yours truly, Cathie Weaver 



 

8 



 

9 

Candidate Biographies for this year’s Board of Directors:  

Sue Martin 

For two years I have had the privilege of working with five other dedicated individuals to form the Board of    

Directors within our community.  It has always been my objective to work in the best interest of all residents 

here in Hickory Hills, knowing that every decision made would not please everyone, with a focus on the Health 

and Safety of those who attended our recreation center, whether for one event a year or every day of the year. 

I have been a resident of Hickory Hills for over ten years.  I retired in 2016.  Before moving to Tillsonburg I 

worked as a property manager for thirty-five years out of London, Managing rental units and condominiums 

from Windsor to Ottawa and as far away as Alberta and British Columbia.   After taking a few years to unwind 

from the stress of a demanding career and the grandchildren didn’t need us anymore to jump in when called, I 

found I needed to find something to occupy my mind.  What better Volunteer Job than the one I have           

experienced as a career. 

It has been a very busy two years and as a group, we have worked collaboratively to manage all portfolios.  

We will always have challenges and I look forward to remaining on the board to complete my commitment to 

our community. 

Thank you, Sue Martin 

John Valle  
 

My name is John Valle and I have been a resident of Hickory Hills for 3 years, living at 5 Balazs Court.   I’m 

expressing my interest in running for a position on the Board of Directors.   

I believe with my background experience as self-employed and property management, I bring experience in 

planning and business. I also served on the HHRA Board in the recent 2 years, the 2024/ 2026 term. I       

therefore know what the job entails and I believe I have the necessary experience to do it well.   

I remain committed to a team approach as a Director. My goals for the community are: sound management of 

the associations’ finances, working together with other Board members and volunteers to maintain our       

property values and make Hickory Hills a great place to live. 

Thank you for your support and I ask for your vote in the upcoming election. 

Sincerely, John Valle 

Margaret Wheeler 

I have lived in Hickory Hills for just over 9 years at 37 Edwin Crescent.  I moved from a senior’s community the 

Villages of Long Point Bay in Port Rowan.  During my time there we followed the same By-Laws and Policy 

Procedures as we do here.  I served on the Board of Directors in the Secretarial position and also assisted the 

Treasurer when he was absent.  During my working career I held various positions, I was the Cash Room    

Supervisor for the Duty Free Shops in Toronto Airport.  My staff and I were responsible for balancing and  

banking the cash from the shops be it CDN, US, and Foreign currencies.  This sometimes totaled over 20    

million a year.  I then moved on to be a Central Teller at the RBC main branch in Toronto, again balancing and 

banking CDN, US and Foreign currency.  I then moved into the Trading area of the bank and monitored trading 

transactions assuring that the traders were not exceeding their limits. 

I believe that I have some experience to offer and would like to be nominated for the Board of Directors be it 

whatever position that I would be best suited for. 

Thank you, Margaret Wheeler 
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ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE  
      
  Advertising (Posters & Tickets):      Eleanor Sever 

  Booking (Entertainment & Events):     Janet Young 

  Convenor Contact:         Paula Grafstein 

  Decorating:           Kathy Petty 

  Refreshments:          Virginia Valle 

  Secretary:           Pat Schmitt 

  Ticket Sales:           Rita Van Lamoen 

                        Paula Grafstein 

  Treasurer:         Kathy McQuiggin 

 

  Photographer:           Mike Viselka 

  Setup Crew:          Cal Petty 

                                  Kent Wheeler 

 

At the time of publication, we are awaiting the annual Spring Fling with music performed by Delhi’s own “Pure 

Vintage.”  An update will appear in the next Holler. 

We were disappointed that our DJ dance “Memories with J & P DJ’s” had to be cancelled due to ticket sales 

on Easter weekend, but we have great news so read ahead for the exciting update!  

Next up is our Mexican night on May 9 with music performed by Marachi Fuego, a 4 member group of       

excellent musicians from Hamilton.  The food alone is enough to entice you to join in the fun!  Costumes     

optional but encouraged.  

IMPORTANT UPDATE: 

Following the ONE hour Mexican music set, we will then be treated to a couple hours of DJ dance music -  

requests welcome - with DJ John and Pat VanSlingerland, who kindly agreed to bring their equipment to    

extend the evening of fun!  A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Tillsonburg Hospital as per their 

request.  We thank them for their generosity.  

A revival of the Hickory Hills Casino night on May 23 promises to be full of games, prizes and laughs led by 

our very own Gary Jewkes and the team of volunteer residents he assembled to help out!  Doors will open at 

6:30 so you can be briefed on the event procedures, how to play specific games and so on.  The games will 

begin at 7 pm sharp.  In order to collect prizes, you must be in attendance at 9 pm when we start to do the 

draws. BYOB and snacks. There will be ample room to sit and enjoy the happenings in the main hall and 

lounge. Stay tuned for more information. 

Shelley Rastin returns with her 5 piece band on Saturday, June 6 for a fun dance evening of country, pop 

and rock music including some originals. 

Mark your calendars for an elegant afternoon on Saturday, July 25 headlined by The Music Makers of   

London, an 8 piece orchestra and female vocalist to treat you to classics from the swing, jazz and big band 

era. There will be sufficient room for those who wish to dance.  

We would like to extend our deepest appreciation and thanks to Greg Driver for volunteering along with Cal 

with stage setup at our events.  Kent Wheeler has kindly offered to step in and join our setup crew.  

On behalf of the Entertainment Committee, Thank you Cal and Kent.  
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Please note:  Any mid-month changes to the calendar  

will be posted on Condo Control  
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THIS ‘N THAT 

Phone Book Changes:      

 

No changes this month 

MAY YOGA NEWS  
 

CHAIR YOGA WITH DAWN  

MONDAYS @ 10:00 AM    Starts: May 4th   Ends: June 29 (May 18th off)  

 8 Weeks @$9 per class in the LOUNGE – Payable at first class  

WEDNESDAYS @ 1:00 PM      Starts:  May 6th     Ends:  June 24  

8 Weeks @ $9 per class in the MAIN HALL – Payable at first class  

For more info, call Rita Navickas at 516-842-2792  

Note: Coffee Hour May 16 to be hosted by Dawn & Her Yoga Group  

  

ALL LEVELS (CHAIR/MAT) YOGA WITH AMY  

FRIDAYS @ 1:00 PM       Starts:  May 8th  Ends:  June 19 (May 29 off)  

6 Weeks @ $9 per class in the MAIN HALL   

$54 Payable at first class or $10 per drop-in  (always welcome)  

For more info: call/text Jan Cramer at 226-350-8507  

PLEASE NOTE: There will be no refunds if you prepay for a session @ $9 per class unless the instructor  
cancels class and doesn’t provide a make-up class. 

Volunteer needed:  Audio / Visual Services 

 

To assist with sound needs for events & meetings, as required by convenors. 

Initial training and guidance will be available. 

Interested persons may contact Hickory Office for further information. 

Thank You 
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OMO… PLUS ONE 

 

Tuesday, June 16     Noon to 1:30 

 

Guest Speakers:    Girls of Garden Gate 

Topics. Care of garden plants and container plants in summer, etc 

Tickets      $25 

These speakers are the young ladies who gave us the December workshop on houseplants and as per 

your suggestion, we have invited them to share their tips on care of plants, both in garden and container: 

deadheading, pruning, etc. 

PLUS ONE:   For this luncheon you are allowed to bring one guest - male/female, married or single, as long 

as they are residents of Hickory Hills. 

MENU:  Chicken Parmesan, mashed potatoes & gravy, vegetable medley, garden salad, dinner 

rolls,     BYOB.   Tea and Coffee available 

DRAWS:    Door prizes &  Lucky Draw 

TICKET SALES:  On sale at Coffee Hour May 30 and June 6. 

For this luncheon seating will be at numbered tables of 8. Maximum tickets purchased by an individual is 4. 
  
**You will need to bring your own dishes & cutlery 
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FOOTNOTES FROM YOUR LIBRARY  

MAY 2026 

 

 

MY HUSBAND’S WIFE by ALICE FEENEY 

Eden Fox, an artist on the brink of her big break, sets off for a run before her first exhibition.  When she     

returns to the home she recently moved into, Spyglass, an enchanting old house in Hope Falls, nothing is as 

it should be.  Her key doesn’t fit.  A woman, eerily similar to her, answers the door and her husband insists 

that the stranger is his wife. 

 

One house. One husband. Two women. Someone is lying. 

 

Six months earlier, a reclusive Londoner called Birdy, reeling from a life-changing diagnosis, inherits        

Spyglass. This unexpected gift from a long-lost grandmother brings her to the pretty seaside village of Hope 

Falls.  But then Birdy stumbles upon a shadowy London clinic that claims to be able to predict a person's 

date of death, including her own.   Secrets start to unravel and as the line between truth and lies blurs, Birdy 

feels compelled to right some old wrongs. 

 

ISOLA by ALLEGRA GOODMAN 

Heir to a fortune, Marguerite is destined for a life of prosperity and gentility.  Then she is orphaned and her 

guardian, an enigmatic and volatile man, spends her inheritance and insists she accompany him on an     

expedition to New France. That journey takes a unexpected turn when Marguerite, accused of betrayal, is 

brutally punished and abandoned on a small island. 

 

Once a child of privilege who dressed in gowns and laced pearls in her hair, Marguerite finds herself at the 

mercy of nature. As the weather turns, blanketing the island in ice, she discovers a faith she’d never before 

needed. 

 

IT’S NOT HER by MARY KUBICA 

Courtney Gray’s peaceful vacation turns into a nightmare when she discovers her brother and sister-in-law 

dead in their lakeside cottage. Her niece Reese is missing.  Her nephew Wyatt is asleep upstairs, unharmed. 

 

As police swarm the quiet resort, dark truths about Courtney’s family and the town itself begin to surface. Is 

Reese a victim or the killer? 

 

With everyone hiding something, Courtney races to uncover the terrible mystery.  But the closer she gets, 

the harder it is to know who or what to trust. 

 

YOUR LIBRARY CONVENOR  

LORRAINE KELLY 



 

20 



 

21 



 

22 



 

23 

April Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Front row L- R:  Judy Wiebe, April Ryder, Donna Kirktown, Ada Morris, Denise Casler,                               

Gloria Ludington, Thea Hettinga 

Back row L- R:  David Jakobi, Len Gosse, Norm Harris, Brian Barton, Claude Archambault,          

Kathy Petty, Pat Patterson  

 Left:  Brian & Paula Barton 

 

Right:  Rosie & Archie Kerckaert 
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Residents gathered on the afternoon of March 29th  for an afternoon of gospel and inspirational music.   

The crowd enjoyed a variety of upbeat music as well as wonderful refreshments at intermission.   

Dave Cook Sharon Davis Joan Crawford 

Linda Clark & Carol Cunningham 

Leo Archdekin Miriam Schernekau 

Bryce Stevenson 

Bryce Stevenson & Joan Crawford 
Terri Stanhope Tim Fisher 


